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The enemies of Ibrahim Pasha alleged that the fall of Tabriz was due
to instructions which he had issued to Mustafa Pasha, and pressed for his
immediate despatch to the front, hoping that he would fail ignominiously
and be disgraced.
The gathering discontent in Constantinople suddenly found expression
in the rising led by the Albanian Patrona Khalil on the 28th September ;
owing to the weakness and irresolution of the Sultan and his ministers,
the rising rapidly attained dangerous proportions, and resulted in the
death of the Grand Vizier, the deposition of Alunad III, and the election
to the throne of the latter's nephew Mahimud, the son of Mustafa II.
The Turkish Government, being thrown into a state of great confusion
by this upheaval, abandoned all thought of continuing the war against
Persia.
As for Nadir, he had intended, after retaking Tabriz, to extend his
conquests further, notwithstanding the fact that he had sent peace proposals
to the Porte. The arrival of a courier from his son Ricla Quli, who was
then at Mashhad, with the news that civil war had broken out amongst the
Abdalis, that the loyal element had been driven out of Herat, and that
the rebels were marching on Mashhad, caused him to suspend operations
against the Turks and to hasten off to Khurasan. No peace with Turkey
was concluded, but a state of truce prevailed.
The instigator of the Abdali revolt was IJusain Sultan of Qandahar.
As he had reason to fear that Nadir would in due course attack him, he
dispatched emissaries to Herat early in 1730, in the hope of inciting the
Abdalis to rise and so distract Nadir's attention.1 Allah Yar Khan,
the Governor of Herat, remained loyal and rejected Elusain Sultan's
proposal, but many of the Abdalis revolted, and sent for Dhu'l-Fiqar
Khan, Allah Yar Khan's old rival. Dhu'l-Fiqar, aided by the rebels in
Herat, drove out Allah Yar Khan, and soon after marched on Mashhad,
where Ibrahim Khan was in command. Allah Yar Khan, hearing of
Dhu'l-Fiqar's advance on Mashhad, hastened from Maruchaq (whither
he had gone from Herat) to the assistance of Ibrahim Khan, and reached
the city just before his rival camped at Khwaja Rabi*.
Although Nadir had given his brother strict orders not to take the
offensive under such circumstances, Ibrahim Khan, after some days of
inaction, yielded to the bolder spirits amongst his men. He sallied out,
but was driven back with heavy loss8; through shame at this reverse,
Ibrahim did nothing further. It was at this juncture that Rida Quli
sent the courier to his father with the news of what had occurred.
Before leaving Adharbaijan, Nadir ordered between £0,000 and 60,000
i T.N., p. 82.
«Ibid., p. 84; see also the history of Radi'u'd-Din Taftishi, BM. MS. Add 6787, fol. 187 (b).

